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MIGHTY MOVE

A CONVERSATION WITH 
STEVE STUMLER Hoosier Energy Board 

Director for six years.

SEE STORY, PAGE 6
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Hoosier Energy donated funds to rebuild North 
Central High School’s softball tower and backstop. 
The school is near the Merom Generating Station. 
Many employees live in Sullivan County and are 
North Central alumni.

North central athletics donation

Hoosier Energy’s communications team 
received three Spotlight on Excellence 
awards. The national NRECA competition 
recognizes outstanding work by electric 
co-op communication and marketing pro-

fessionals. 
The team brought home three silvers 

for best event (dedication ceremony), best 
annual report and best external news publi-
cation (EnergyLines).

Jackson County REMC won Gold for 
the best special publication-large category 
for its new member information kit.

Congratulations to all!

Spotlight on Excellence award winners recognized

Capacity Emergency Workshop  n  May 17  n  Hoosier Energy Headquarters

Meeting 
in summary

Representatives from Hoosier Energy’s 18 member systems came 
together for an annual capacity emergency workshop to discuss a new 
portal that improves communications in the unlikely event member sys-
tems would be directed to shed load. 

Jeff Duff, Reliability Engineer, explained features of the high-value 
portal and the communication processes from MISO and Hoosier 
Energy if a capacity emergency should occur. Although rare, blackouts 
can happen and member participants praised meeting organizers for 
elevating awareness of what to do in such a situation.

Tom Ruth, Vice President of Distribution Services at South Central 
Indiana REMC, shared lessons learned from a cold weather event in 
February 2011 that led to load shedding in parts of New Mexico. At 
the time of the event, Ruth was responsible for line operations for the 
Public Service Company of New Mexico and was asked to shed 22 
megawatts. “You’re doing exactly the right thing – raising the level of 
awareness,” he said. “The way to get good is to do a tabletop exercise, 
just as you’re doing.”

Bob Solomon, Manager of NERC Compliance for Hoosier Energy, 
commented that a rotating blackout may not be as far-fetched as one 
might think. Demonstrating preparedness through tabletop drills and 
exercises, he said, will reflect well on how an organization handles an 
emergency event and could possibly prevent costly fines if an event 
should occur.

The group agreed to set up a tabletop drill to test use of the capacity 
emergency portal later this summer. 

Oral arguments on the legal challenges to the 
Clean Power Plan will take place in September, 
not June.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit 
has moved the date to Sept. 27 before a full court.  
The new court date replaces the June 2 oral argu-
ments previously scheduled before a three-judge 
panel. 

The suit against the Clean Power Plan, which 
requires states to develop action plans to meet fed-
erally set carbon emissions reductions was filed 
the day the final rule was published in the Federal 
Register, the legal starting date for such a chal-
lenge. The Supreme Court issued a stay, halting 
implementation of the ruling, until resolution of 
those challenges.

Oral arguments  
on Clean Power Plan 
moved to September



Electric cooperatives  
engage policymakers 
on Capitol Hill

More than 200 representatives 
from the Hoosier Energy power 
network joined nearly 1,500 electric 
cooperative leaders from around 
the nation last month to listen, 
learn and connect with Capitol Hill 
insiders.

The three-day conference at the 
Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill in 
Washington included briefings by 
NRECA on issues confronting co-ops 
today. 

Although Congress was not in 

session during the conference, the 
contingent of representatives from 
Hoosier Energy’s member systems 
as well as Hoosier Energy President 
and CEO Steve Smith and Director 
of Public Affairs Randy Haymaker 
met with House and Senate staffers.  
Discussion topics included the Clean 
Power Plan, use of coal byproducts, 
policy on utility easements and 
Federal Emergency Management 
Association (FEMA) reimburse-
ments following disasters.
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COMMUNICATING CO-OP CONCERNS:  Hoosier Energy Director and UDWI Chairman Jim 
Weimer poses a question during a general session at the legislative conference.  Weimer is 
a consistent participant in the conference and draws upon his knowledge of government 
as a retired school teacher and his knowledge of utilities as a longtime director and former 
Hoosier Energy Board Chairman.
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Electric cooperatives in Indiana will 
have access to 100 megawatts of 
wind capacity under a power pur-

chase agreement recently announced by 
Hoosier Energy and Wabash Valley Power. 

Wabash Valley Power Association and 
Hoosier Energy will begin taking deliv-
ery of power from the Meadow Lake V 
wind farm in northwest Indiana in 2018.  

 “Electric cooperatives are focused on 
providing cost-effective energy for their 
member systems through a variety of 
resources including renewables,” said 
Steve Smith, Hoosier Energy President 
and Chief Executive Officer. “This 

agreement adds more wind resources 
to our “all-of-the-above” portfolio, which 
includes coal, natural gas, wind, hydro, 
landfill methane and coalbed methane 
generation.”

The G&Ts have contracted with 
Houston-based EDP Renewables of 
America for 100 megawatts of output 
from the company’s Meadow Lake Wind 
Farm in White County. 

Since 2009, four sections of the project 
have been erected along Interstate 65 in 
northwestern Indiana. The fifth phase is 
now under development and will begin 
coming on line in late 2017.

“Adding wind generation further diversi-
fies our power supply mix. And a diversi-
fied strategy helps reduce both expense 
and risk for our members,” commented Jay 
Bartlett, CEO of Wabash Valley Power.

Hoosier Energy and Wabash Valley 
Power, which supply power to 41 electric 
distribution cooperatives in Indiana and 
parts of Illinois and Missouri, will share 
the 100 megawatts of renewable energy.

The turbines are located on agricul-
tural land, which remains in production, 
providing landowners, many of whom are 
also electric cooperative members, with a 
secondary revenue stream.

Bringing wind power to members
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES TO HAVE ACCESS TO 100 MEGAWATTS OF WIND CAPACITY
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WIND FARM:  Hoosier Energy and Wabash Valley Power will take delivery of 100 megawatts of power at the Meadow Lake V wind farm in northwest Indiana in 2018.

Renewable energy
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Hoosier Energy is installing a backup transformer for the 
Bloomington substation, but just taking delivery of this essential 
piece of equipment for grid reliability was no simple task. 

The backup transformer joins a duo of in-service transform-
ers, one of which was installed two years ago after one of the pair 
failed. The transformer will serve as a backup to the in-service 
units to improve grid reliability in the event of an unforeseen inter-
ruption to power delivery. 

A great deal of coordination and planning went into moving the 
giant beast from the supplier’s facility in Waukesha, Wisconsin to 
its new home in Bloomington.

After a 430-mile trek over rail from Wisconsin to Martinsville, 
the transformer was loaded onto a special road trailer to make 
the final journey to Bloomington. Hoosier Energy worked with 
contractors, the city of Martinsville’s mayor’s office, Indiana State 
Police, the Indiana Department of Transportation and I-69 Partners 
to move the giant gray hulk from the Martinsville rail siding to the 
G&T’s Bloomington substation.

Unlike the move of a station transformer two years ago, the 
final leg of this transformer’s journey down S.R. 37 took place 

in a construction zone for I-69 Section 5. Despite a slight delay 
while final inspections took place, some tight turns, negotiation 
of overhead line clearances and traffic snarls, the transformer 
move was completed successfully, taking a little over three 
hours to lumber down S.R. 37 at 10 m.p.h. escorted by the 
Indiana State Police. 

“Two years ago, the station’s new transformer took the same 
journey,” said Brady Mann, Hoosier Energy’s Manager of Delivery 
Services. “We were a little worried this time about going through 
the construction zone, but in the end the months of careful plan-
ning paid off.” 

The first phase of the move was completed on May 19, causing 
some traffic delays on southbound S.R. 37.  After being transferred 
to a smaller trailer capable of using a narrower service road, it was 
hauled into the substation the next day.

Set in place on a concrete pad, the work now includes 
installation of large radiators, an oil conservator tank, bush-
ings and vacuum filling with oil. The transformer will remain 
de-energized as a spare for the two existing units currently  
in service.

HE photo

IN TRANSIT:  The backup transformer for the Bloomington primary substation moves slowly down Indiana 37. The transformer will help improve reliability.

TRANSFORMING RELIABILITY
Backup transformer joins primary substation to ensure continued grid reliability for members
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Transformers are used in all power deliv-
ery applications, both large and small. 

They boost electricity voltage for efficient 
long distance travel while reducing volt-
ages for delivery to consumers.

This variation in voltage control is called 
“stepping up” or “stepping down” volt-
age and is critical to electrical reliability.

The transformer shown above is a 
345-kilovolt to 230-kilovolt step down 
transformer. It is essential for reliable 
power delivery in the bulk electric system 
in central Indiana.

Age is a factor. The average Hoosier 
Energy transformer is 28 years old, which 
is less than the industry average of 35 to 
40 years.

Hoosier Energy owns 29 transmission 
transformers and 12 generation trans-
formers. The fleet is assessed regularly to 
determine the risk of potential failure and 
plans to mitigate those risks.

Failure of a large transformer can result in 
loss of load during peak conditions and 
impact generation levels due to transmis-
sion system congestion.

Test results and historical data help deter-
mine the health of transformers. Power 
flow studies determine the consequences 
of a transformer outage. This information 
enables personnel to determine which 
type and how many spares are needed.

Once filled with oil and all assembled 
parts, a completed, large transmission 
transformer weighs 652,000 pounds or 
about 327 tons.

The transformer weighs 406,700 
pounds; is 16 feet, 10 inches high; 13 
feet, 3 inches wide and 28 feet,  
5 inches long. 

10 things you should know about transformers
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RARE SIGHT:  People headed out of local businesses in Martinsville to take photos of the 200-ton transformer move. 
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Out of the
Board Room

STEVE STUMLER
Sitting on top of a nicely manicured hill 

in Floyd Knobs, Ind. is the estate of Clark 

County Board Director Steve Stumler. On 

the surrounding hills are grazing horses 

and the majestic spires of several cathedral-

like neighboring churches towering over 

the tree line. 

Located just minutes from downtown Louisville, Floyd 
Knobs is an enviable place to live. But for Stumler, the 
awesome view of the landscape is only a fraction of his 
love for the land. His brick-and-stone house is just three 
years old, built in the middle of a 40-acre meadow on his 
grandfather’s original 80-acre farm, first settled by the fam-
ily in 1907. Yes, Stumler has been blessed to call this area 
“home” since he was old enough to speak. He is one of 16 
children, the third from the youngest, and was born just a 
mile and a half from his current residence. He jests about 
the size of his family: “Yes, dad raised his own farm hands.”

The air is light and crisp on this sunny May 7 morning 
and very little is stirring along the winding, country roads 
that lead to Stumler’s home. Contrast that to what is consid-
ered, oddly enough, “beautiful chaos” just minutes away at 
Churchill Downs. More than 160,000 people are gathered 
there and horses are being prepared for the “fastest two 
minutes in sports” –  an annual event celebrated by  >> 

HE photo

HAPPY TO BE HOME: Steve and Cheri Stumler enjoy the fruits of their labor. Steve 
says it’s always good to be home, where the comforts of meadows, lakes and lifetime 
accomplishments resonate.
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About the series
This is the 10th in a series fea-
turing Hoosier Energy Board of 
Directors in an “Out of the Board 
Room” series in EnergyLines. 
These personal stories are intend-
ed to build stronger relationships 
among us. A different Director 
from each of the 18 member 
systems will appear each month.

Stumler and Cheri, his wife of 13 years. The 
two have plans to attend a Derby party in 
the evening – a departure from their normal 
routine. They usually host the party in 
their open-concept home with its designer 
touches and a trophy room that’s no doubt 
kin to some wildlife museum. 

Stumler keeps company with 
four-legged foes

The friends-and-family entrance to the 
home is through a 50-foot by 37-foot man 
cave, complete with massive beams and 
a towering ceiling, where relaxation is 
the target. No need to be alarmed by the 
900-pound Coastal Brown Bear, bearing its 
teeth by the doorway. Steve took the trophy 
animal down with a 375 H&H; a taxidermist 
put the creature back on its feet. It’s only 
one of the many species in the room.

“I come in here almost every night, 
admire my accomplishments and watch 
TV,” Steve says, noting his awareness 
that some folks are offended by his sport. 
But Steve loves to hunt. It started with 
squirrels and rabbits in childhood and has 
escalated to big game through the years. 
Among the many animals on display in the 
room are a black bear from a father/son 
Canadian hunt, an elk from New Mexico, 
an entire west wall of African species, a 
moose head from his first hunt in Alaska 
gracing the fireplace and a zebra rug in 
the center of the conversation area. A 
mountain lion from Colorado is on its 
way – a prized feat, but one Stumler won’t 
attempt again. 

“That mountain lion was no picnic,” he 
says, noting the snow, cold temperatures 

and thin air as definite hindrances to having 
a good time. “I was stranded on top of a 
mountain overnight with no food or water. 
We had to melt snow to drink.” 

He’s also had some close calls with 

nature. “I wounded a Wildebeest and he 
dropped just two feet from me.” But the 
calculated dangers are just part of the chal-
lenge. 

“I’ve been out of the country twice to 
hunt. I usually go with high school buddies 
and several times I’ve gone hunting with 
Fuzzy Zoeller (10-time PGA Tour wins). I 
want to get out there and get them while I 
can,” he says. 

A second chance at love
A new chapter of life begins for Stum-

ler in the early 2000s when Cheri enters 
the picture on a blind date arranged by 
friends. “We went to dinner and closed the 
restaurant talking,” she says. He laughs. “I 
thought, ‘she can’t be too bad, she drives a 
pickup truck.’ ” 

HE photo

ON THE HUNT:  Steve Stumler has a gallery from prized hunts in his man cave at his home in Floyd Knobs.
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The relationship progresses smoothly 
despite Steve’s massive collection of wild 
animals, in part because Cheri had, at 
that time, her own loving best friend, 
a Bichon Frise named Sammy. Oddly 
enough, Steve isn’t a big fan of house 
dogs. The pair agreed to a ‘package deal.’ 
“I accept all of his animals, and he had to 
accept Sammy. He was very smart,” she 
says, affectionately referring to the late 
puppy. Steve agrees. “If you have to have 
a dog, he was a good one to have.” 

Admittedly, Steve has other interests 
beyond hunting expeditions. He and Cheri 
travel a lot - enjoying such faraway places 
as Germany, Switzerland and Austria. They 
also have their sights set on a trip to the 
upper east coast, Niagara Falls and a trip to 
Hawaii in the near future. 

Self-proclaimed snowbirds, the couple 
migrates to Arizona for three months each 
winter. Their pastime is four-wheeling on 
trails in deserts and mountains. Steve flies 
back for his board director commitments, 
having served nearly seven years as a Hoo-
sier Energy Board Director and 22 years on 
Clark County REMC’s Board.

The couple also spends leisure time 
at the lake house in Dale Hollow, Tenn. 
There, they often enjoy the company of 
their grandchildren  – 13 in number and 
counting – the offspring of their seven chil-
dren. Steve has four adult children; Cheri 
has three. 

Despite the draw of warm weather and 
lake leisure, after a while, a return to Floyd 
Knobs offers respite for Steve. He is quick 
to say: “There’s no place like home.”

Why is that? Likely, it’s due to memories. 
He recounts them, starting with his young 
days on the farm. His family maintained a 
fruit and vegetable farm, growing strawber-
ries, cantaloupes and tomatoes and main-
taining an orchard. That led to Steve trying 
his hand at farming as a young man. But 
he soon decided construction was more his 
passion and in 1973 he switched careers. 

Three years after that, he and his brothers 
launched a lawn business, a precursor to 
something even greater. In 1979, Stum-
ler and two partners bought Grant Line 
Garden Center in New Albany. He later 
bought out the partners, making it a family 
business.

“Being raised on the farm, I always 
had a green thumb,” he says. Three 
years ago, he sold the robust business 
– complete with a patio store, fountains 
and a gift shop – to his son, Damian. On 
this day before Mother’s Day, business 
was booming at the nursery. Throwing 
his arm around his son’s shoulder, Steve 
challenged Damian in a positive and lov-
ing way.

“Let’s see if you can keep it going for the 
next 30 years?”

Steve defines himself
Q: You seem to have a lot of interests. 
What motivates you?
A: “Hard work. I’ve got to be on the move. 
If I can’t find something to do on the farm, I 

have to go help someone else.”

Q: Who has been the most influential 
person in your life, Steve?
A:  “My two older brothers,” he says with-
out hesitation. “I was always close to both of 
them. We would build things together.”

Q: Can you name five words that de-
scribe you?
A: Without hesitation, he says: “Honest, 
hardworking, fair, family man and outgoing.”

Q: What in life has been your biggest 
success to date?
A: “Marrying her,” Steve says smiling at 
his wife over his shoulder. “We have a good 
time together. And I’m proud of my entire 
family.”

Q: What is something people would 
be surprised to know about you? Steve 
ponders, but his wife jumps in with the 
answer. “That he participated in the local 
‘Dancing with the Stars’ competition to 
benefit hospice about eight years ago. And I 
picked the song. He danced to ‘She Thinks 
My Tractor’s Sexy.”

HE photo

FAMILY BUSINESS:  Steve Stumler and son, Damian met up at Grant Line Garden Center in New Albany the 
day before Mother’s Day. Steve started the business in 1979 and sold it to his son three years ago. 
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Mission transmission
The high-voltage lines shown are part of the Hoosier Energy’s transmission system. The 
line on the right is a 345kV line between the Worthington and Bloomington transmission 
stations. The line on the left is Hoosier Energy’s 69kV tap line to the Freeman substation. 
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